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Under a low profile, the year 2001 in baseball has seen many history making events.  In particular, the San Francisco Giant Barry Bonds has redefined the all time record number of home runs hit in a single season.  Bonds has ended the regular season of play with an unprecedented 73 total home runs, which broke the 70 home run record set by Mark McGwire in 1998.  Due to the terrorist attacks on the United States, this record breaking year for Bonds has not gotten the amount of coverage in the media that record breaking events of this magnitude usually receive.  Despite the colossal amount of coverage of the terrorist attacks, the media has still been able to acknowledge Barry Bond's achievement though print media, radio, television, and the Internet.


The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reporter Thomas Stinson has given a small amount of coverage to Bond's new record in the Sports section of the local Atlanta newspaper on October 8, 2001.  In Stinson's article "Bonds' 73rd last as Giant?," focus is placed on the speculation on if this will be Bonds' last year playing for the San Francisco's Giants team.  Little attention is paid to the fact that Bonds' had set the new home run record.  The reporter claims that Bonds is slightly pessimistic to his record lasting for very long.  This article points to the fact that Bonds' contract is set to expire at the end of this year, so will be free to choose which team he wishes to join next year.  Stinson cites the fact that Bonds is requesting a $25 million yearly salary, which the Giants would be unlikely able to afford.  Bonds claims that he has not given too much thought to the subject and was more interested in his upcoming vacation.


While virtually the whole October 8, 2001 edition of the news magazine Newsweek was devoted to the terrorist attacks, a one page article on the next to last page gives mention to Bonds' achievement.  Mark Starr and Katherine Stroup's article points to the fact that Bonds' record breaking year will not be as remembered or celebrated as McGwire's home run record breaking year.  The article claims that Bonds is the epitome of an athlete obsessed with himself, and therefore not as loved or respected by fans.  Also implied in the article is the strong disliking of his teammates and media towards him.  In a stark contrast, the article then begins to boast about how much fans love the returning Michael Jordan.


The Barry Bonds story received six pages of coverage in the October 8, 2001 edition of the sports magazine, Sports Illustrated.  The article contains facts, history, and overall analysis than those articles in newspapers and news magazines.  The fact that Bonds has produced his home runs more efficiently than McGwire did in 1998 one fact that was not presented in the other print media.  In other words, Bonds matched McGwire's home run quota with a fewer number of swings at the plate.  Many other less notable records that Bonds has broken are also discussed, such as holding the most walks in a season by a National League player.  Ten of these records are displayed in an organized table, which lists the record and how Bonds compares to others with respect to that record.  A quote from one of the Arizona Diamondbacks pitchers is used to support the excellence of Bonds' hitting skills.  A more humane side of Bonds was also shown, with the story of him losing his good friend Franklin Bradly died due to complications in surgery.  The story showed that Bonds has friends, becomes sad, and emotions like all of us.  The article ends by stating that many fans have showed little interest in the home run record chase after the excitement of McGwire's chase in 1998, which is apparent since only half the number of media personnel showed for Bonds' games than McGwire's games.  Clearly, Sports Illustrated has presented Barry Bonds in a more positive light, placing some slight criticism on the media for failing to give more credit to the record-breaking athlete.  The specialized sports magazine Sports Illustrated differs from other print media in its coverage of the Barry Bonds story by using large glossy photographs, detailed statistics, charts, and tables.  These details give the reader a more in depth look at the story.


The majority of print media clearly present a disgust towards Barry Bonds by focusing on his negative attributes.  Bonds is presented as a money hungry, egotistical, and overall disliked athlete.  The resentment towards Bonds is surprising after the amount of attention and fame that Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa received just a few years ago.  Most likely the terror attacks on the United States has put everyone in a foul mood, which gives little cause for celebration.



Radio news is advantageous over other forms of media, since it gives listeners information quick and precise.  A large number of people probably get their news information from the radio in the morning during their commute to work.  Radio also provides information in a descriptive way so that a person can create a mental picture of the story without much difficulty.  While radio often uses more descriptive wording in its presentation, it can sometimes be misleading by exaggerating various aspects of a story.  Radio coverage of the Bonds home run chase was little to none.  News radio stations such as 640 WGST and 750 WSB in Atlanta made only occasional updates as to Bonds' current home run count, but most of their sports coverage was devoted to the current college football games.


Internet radio provides all of the advantages and disadvantages of conventional radio, but with the ability to listen to the radio program at the user’s convenience.  The user also has the ability to pause recorded Internet radio programs.  Plus the user is able relisten to portions of the presentation by finding the desired portion using a slide bar, which represents time in the program.  One added disadvantage to Internet radio is that the quality of the sound is usually less than regular radio, especially over slower Internet connections.  If an Internet connection becomes busy, the medium will also stall in the middle of the presentation, but as technology evolves Internet radio will become more clear and stable.


The NPR broadcasts radio programs on its Internet website, “npr.org.”  On this website, a segment is posted from the Saturday radio show Weekend Edition.  The host speaks with columnist Ron Rapoport from Chicago about Bonds breaking the single season home run record.  They speculate that Bonds my hit 76 home runs by the end of the year.  They give credit to bonds for showing emotion by crying after setting the new record, because it was a good change from his cheerless ways.  Rapoport notes that the day that Bonds broke the record was also the same day that his team, the Giants, were eliminated from the pennant race, something he claims was really worth crying about.  Also noted is the fact that Bonds might not have been able to hit the home runs if the Giants were not so far behind in the score, since the Dodgers would have walked him if the score was much closer.  The hosts asks if there is a “home run inflation” occurring since Bonds and others have greatly increased their totals over the past few years, and Rapoport agrees that there is no doubt about it.  He also states that Bonds’ record braking year was not as dramatic since he was chasing a record set in the same era, while McGwire was chasing a record set back in the 1960’s.  Rapoport claims that more home runs could be hit for many reasons, such as livelier baseball, smaller ballparks, and supplemental drugs.  


While network news does not have sufficient time to present stories such as Barry Bonds’ home run chase, specialized cable stations can create in depth programs to cover stories such as this.  This story probably received little to no coverage on the local or national news, since Bonds set the 73 home run standard on the same Sunday that the United States retaliatory attacks on the terrorists in Afghanistan began.  The television medium allows the use of replays to give highlights of baseball's historic event.  Television also allows commentary to be added to the event as it occurs live.  Commentary gives the watchers a greater understanding of the events as they unfold.  Television is usually subject to less bias than radio programs and newspaper articles since the actual event is shown alongside the reporter's comments, so the viewer has more flexibility in making their own opinions on the events as they unfold.  In the case of the Barry Bonds’ story, people can judge by the interviews conducted with him as to whether or not he is actually the man the reporters convey him to be.


Television has given a moderate amount of coverage to the Barry Bonds' story.  Shows such as Sports Center on ESPN gave nightly updates on Bonds' current position in the home run chase.  Additional record breaking events, such as Bonds breaking Babe Ruth's walk record fro a single season was also reported.  ESPN also broadcasted the game between Los Angeles and San Francisco on October 8, 2001 when Bonds hit his 71st and 72nd home runs to become the new single season home run champion.


On the ESPN Classic cable television station, a full documentary named "Sports Century: Barry Bonds," which gave an in depth look into Barry Bond's life was aired on October 8, 2001 at 11pm.  This biography analyzed many aspects of Bonds' childhood, starting with the fact that he was shadowed by his baseball star father, Bobby Bonds.  After many colleges tried to persuade Bonds to play for them, Bonds decided to play for Arizona State.  Bonds signed with the Pittsburgh Pirates when he entered the major league.  In his major league career, Bonds has been troubled by negative accusations and a short temper.  Bonds' first wife accused him of spousal abuse, which he strongly denies.  Bonds has also had many problems with his teammates and media, especially before he left for the San Francisco Giants team.  In one episode, Barry got into a heated argument with a cameraman at a practice session, because Bonds felt that it was unfair that one of his photographer friends was not allowed into their practice session.  His teammates also expressed their dislikes with Bonds, with examples such as Bonds requesting a three thousand dollar recliner be placed in the locker room for him to help his back problems.  The show also stated that Bonds record-breaking year was not noticed by many, since it was drowned out by the terrorist attacks and retaliation by the United States.  In the show's conclusion, showing him taking enjoyment being with his wife and kids shows Bonds as being a true family man.  Some of Bonds' critics discounted Bonds' skills by stating that home runs are much more easily earned these days.  These critics feel that Bonds' record will not last for a long period of time.


Even late night talk show host Conan O'Brien gave mention Barry Bond's record setting year with a comedy sketch on October 11, 2001 relating to Mark McGwire's short lived home run championship reign.


The New York Times on the Web posted an article on October 8, 2001 how Barry Bonds and others surpassed many of the legendary Babe Ruth's records.  Murray Chass' article notes that Bonds passed Babe Ruth's all time slugging percentage record set over eighty years ago.  Ending the season at 177, Bonds also broke Ruth's record for the most number of walks in a season.  One record that Ruth barely held is the combined slugging percentage and on base percentage.  Chass claims that only one more single hit or walk by Bonds would also have given him that record.  Bonds has been showing mixed feeling on the fact that someone can break his record.  While he thought that anybody could have done it, he new feels that no one will be able to break his 73.  Also stated is the fact that Barry's father Bobby Bonds set the strikeout record in 1970, which was nearly passed by Jose Hernandez this year.


Internet magazines expand on the concept of the traditional magazines by providing links to keywords and phrases where more information on the topic selected can be found.  The Internet magazine Sporting News.com posted the article “Bonds hits No. 73 to extend record,” which gives an overview of the new standard that Bonds has set.  The article points out that the new record was set on the last game of the year, when Bonds hit his 73rd home run.  Some feel that it might have been his last home run as a San Francisco Giant.  With 567 career home runs, Bonds is in seventh place for career home runs.  The article also notes Bonds’ slugging percentage and home run at bat percentage records.  Fans appreciated Bonds’ hard work this year by giving him a standing ovation during the final game.  Chants requesting that Bonds stay for an additional five more years in San Francisco could be heard from the fans in San Francisco.  Bonds has stated that he would like to stay with the team, especially since his godfather Wille Mays and his father Bobby Bonds had spent many years with the team.  Bonds has stated that it will be very hard for him to leave the city, but some speculate that if the Giants do not pay him the salary that he requests, then Bonds will ultimately leave the city.  Due to the technology of the World Wide Web, if the user clicks on Barry Bonds’ name in the beginning of the article, the user is directed to a page that contains his biographical information, baseball statistics, and commentary.  The link allows users to find more detailed statistical information on Barry Bonds. 


The sports website ESPN.com provides many statistics for Barry Bonds, which tracks his career from 1986 when he join the Pirates to his 2001 record breaking season.  The stats show that while his total number of hits was lower than in previous year, his 73 home runs outnumber his previous year's high by 24.  Although noticeable by his statistics is the fact that with only 149 more home runs he will take record for the total number of career home runs, which is held by Hank Aaron.  Bonds could easily capture that honor within four years at his current home run hitting rate.


The fan website "Bonds Central" provides a plethora of information pertaining to Bonds' baseball history.  The information is provided in a timeline in table format, which allows the reader to easily understand the development of the baseball player.  The timeline begins with his early career in mid 1980s when he played for the minor league Pirates teams.  When Bonds was called to play with the major league Pittsburgh Pirates team, he lead all of other National League rookies in a wide variety of stats, such as home runs, RBIs, stolen bases, and walks.  The many awards and records that Bonds has achieved are also stated throughout the timeline according to year.  Due to the lack of updates to this site, Bonds' greatest achievement of hitting 73 home runs in 2001 was not noted.


The Internet was probably the greatest source for anyone looking for information on Barry Bonds' record-breaking year due to the unlimited storage space for reports and articles.  Internet websites not limited to a fixed number of pages for articles and reports.  While a few news websites provided a good source of information on the latest information on this subject, the majority of sites on the Internet are infrequently updated leading to outdated information.


Understandably, the media did not give the coverage to the Barry Bonds story due to the traumatic events facing the United States.  Barry Bonds did not get anywhere near as much press coverage that Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa did in their chase to break the home run record.  The true test to Barry Bonds' fame will lie the duration of his reign as home run champion.

